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however, who has pledged to do this
and make this system work, and to end
the lawlessness.

But each time their will has been
nullified. Each time their laws that
have been passed have been ignored.
Each time the special interests, the
open-border billionaires, the global
elites, get their way.

In the simplest of terms, here is
where we stand now, truly: Six of our
Democratic colleagues need to switch
their votes and end the filibuster of the
House bill. Six Senate Democrats are
standing in the way of the interests of
300 million Americans. Six Senate
Democrats are keeping from protecting
American workers and American bor-
ders.

They are uniform, in lockstep, block-
ing the consideration of the House bill
that funds Homeland Security but does
not fund the unlawful actions of the
President. So we will have to take this
case to the American people and see
whether it is indeed possible these
Democrats are able to defy the hopes,
dreams, and sacred rights of every law-
abiding American citizen.

————

AWARDING A CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL TO THE FOOT SOL-
DIERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN
BLOODY SUNDAY, TURNAROUND
TUESDAY, OR THE FINAL SELMA
TO MONTGOMERY VOTING
RIGHTS MARCH IN MARCH OF
1965

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am
excited about an event today. I had the
honor—Senator BOOKER was on the
floor earlier today. He is a cosponsor
with me. We celebrate today the pas-
sage of a gold medal bill.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 24, S. 527.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 527) to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Foot Soldiers who partici-
pated in Bloody Sunday, Turnaround Tues-
day, or the final Selma to Montgomery Vot-
ing Rights March in March of 1965, which
served as a catalyst for the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 527) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 527

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) March 7, 2015, will mark 50 years since
the brave Foot Soldiers of the Voting Rights
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Movement first attempted to march from
Selma to Montgomery on ‘‘Bloody Sunday”
in protest against the denial of their right to
vote, and were brutally assaulted by Ala-
bama state troopers.

(2) Beginning in 1964, members of the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee at-
tempted to register African-Americans to
vote throughout the state of Alabama.

(3) These efforts were designed to ensure
that every American citizen would be able to
exercise their constitutional right to vote
and have their voices heard.

(4) By December of 1964, many of these ef-
forts remained unsuccessful. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., working with leaders from the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
and the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, began to organize protests through-
out Alabama.

(5) On March 7, 1965, over 500 voting rights
marchers known as ‘‘Foot Soldiers’ gathered
on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala-
bama in peaceful protest of the denial of
their most sacred and constitutionally pro-
tected right—the right to vote.

(6) Led by John Lewis of the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee and Rev.
Hosea Williams of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, these Foot Soldiers
began the march towards the Alabama State
Capitol in Montgomery, Alabama.

(7) As the Foot Soldiers crossed the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge, they were confronted
by a wall of Alabama state troopers who bru-
tally attacked and beat them.

(8) Americans across the country witnessed
this tragic turn of events as news stations
broadcasted the brutality on a day that
would be later known as ‘‘Bloody Sunday.”’

(9) Two days later on Tuesday, March 9,
1965, nearly 2,500 Foot Soldiers led by Dr.
Martin Luther King risked their lives once
more and attempted a second peaceful march
starting at the Edmund Pettus Bridge. This
second attempted march was later known as
“Turnaround Tuesday.”

(10) Fearing for the safety of these Foot
Soldiers who received no protection from
federal or state authorities during this sec-
ond march, Dr. King led the marchers to the
base of the Edmund Pettus Bridge and
stopped. Dr. King kneeled and offered a pray-
er of solidarity and walked back to the
church.

(11) President Lyndon B. Johnson, inspired
by the bravery and determination of these
Foot Soldiers and the atrocities they en-
dured, announced his plan for a voting rights
bill aimed at securing the precious right to
vote for all citizens during an address to
Congress on March 15, 1965.

(12) On March 17, 1965, one week after
“Turnaround Tuesday’’, U.S. District Judge
Frank M. Johnson ruled the Foot Soldiers
had a First Amendment right to petition the
government through peaceful protest, and
ordered federal agents to provide full protec-
tion to the Foot Soldiers during the Selma
to Montgomery Voting Rights March.

(13) Judge Johnson’s decision overturned
Alabama Governor George Wallace’s prohibi-
tion on the protest due to public safety con-
cerns.

(14) On March 21, 1965, under the court
order, the U.S. Army, the federalized Ala-
bama National Guard, and countless federal
agents and marshals escorted nearly 8,000
Foot Soldiers from the start of their heroic
journey in Selma, Alabama to their safe ar-
rival on the steps of the Alabama State Cap-
itol Building on March 25, 1965.

(156) The extraordinary bravery and sac-
rifice these Foot Soldiers displayed in pur-
suit of a peaceful march from Selma to
Montgomery brought national attention to
the struggle for equal voting rights, and
served as the catalyst for Congress to pass
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the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which Presi-
dent Johnson signed into law on August 6,
1965.

(16) To commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the Voting Rights Movement and the pas-
sage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, it is
befitting that Congress bestow the highest
civilian honor, the Congressional Gold
Medal, in 2015, to the Foot Soldiers who par-
ticipated in Bloody Sunday, Turnaround
Tuesday or the final Selma to Montgomery
Voting Rights March during March of 1965,
which served as a catalyst for the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate
shall make appropriate arrangements for the
presentation, on behalf of Congress, of a gold
medal of appropriate design to the Foot Sol-
diers who participated in Bloody Sunday,
Turnaround Tuesday, or the final Selma to
Montgomery Voting Rights March during
March of 1965, which served as a catalyst for
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions to be determined by
the Secretary.

(c) AWARD OF MEDAL.—Following the
award of the gold medal described in sub-
section (a), the medal shall be given to the
Selma Interpretative Center in Selma, Ala-
bama, where it shall be available for display
or temporary loan to be displayed elsewhere,
as appropriate.

SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2 under such regulations as
the Secretary may prescribe, at a price suffi-
cient to cover the cost thereof, including
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and
overhead expenses, and the cost of the gold
medal.

SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
pursuant to this Act are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all medals struck under this
Act shall be considered to be numismatic
items.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, this
marks the 50th anniversary of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, and that his-
toric event in Selma, AL, in March of
1965. So this bill, I believe, is a fitting
honor that recognizes the courage and
determination of the civil rights
marches at Selma 50 years ago.

The Selma-to-Montgomery march
was a pivotal event in the drive to
achieve the right to vote for all Ameri-
cans, a right which was being system-
atically denied in that area and other
places in the country. This action was
historic. It dealt a major blow to delib-
erate discrimination. It produced a
positive and lasting change for Ameri-
cans.

Those who stood tall for freedom on
that fateful day deserve to be honored
with the Congressional Gold Medal. It
is a rare thing. We do not give it out
often. But this is a very special occa-
sion. I think these courageous individ-
uals are greatly worthy of this high
recognition from the Congress.
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I would note that two Alabama Con-
gresswomen, new, younger Members of
the House of Representatives, MARTHA
ROBY, a Republican, and TERRI SEWELL,
a Democrat, introduced similar bills in
the House of Representatives, which
passed unanimously, 420 to 0. The Sen-
ate bill today that Senator BOOKER and
I have moved out of the Senate bank-
ing committee, which my colleague
from  Alabama, Senator SHELBY,
chairs—it moved out of that committee
unanimously. It now has been passed
through the Senate.

It was a very historic day. It marked
an alteration in the history of Amer-
ica. It changed an unacceptable abuse
of American rights, the right to vote,
and it created a more positive world,
country, and region. I grew up not too
far from there. I was in high school or
junior high school when that happened.
I remember reading about it, thinking
about it, but I do not think I fully un-
derstood the significance of it until
time had gone by.

I think this is a very fitting honor. I
am pleased it has passed today. I am
pleased for those who will receive the
honor.

I yield the floor.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
support S. 527, a bill to honor the foot
soldiers of the historic civil rights
march that led thousands from Selma
to Montgomery in a peaceful protest
for their right to vote.

I am proud to cosponsor this bill,
which would award the Congressional
Gold Medal to those who gave their
blood, sweat, and tears in the name of
ending unfathomable injustices in our
country. In honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of the march, this award will rec-
ognize those whose groundbreaking ef-
forts acted as a catalyst for the Voting
Rights Act and made our Nation a
more free and equitable place.

Bloody Sunday, Turnaround Tues-
day, and the final 54-mile march from
Selma to the Alabama state capitol in
Montgomery were defining moments in
the never-ending struggle for equal
treatment under the law. On Bloody
Sunday, peaceful marchers at the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge by Selma were
met by State troopers and locals, re-
sulting in a brutal conflict. Seventeen
members of the march were hospital-
ized, and shameful images of protesters
being beaten with nightsticks focused
national and worldwide attention on
the event. Following Turnaround Tues-
day, in which 2,500 marchers held a si-
lent prayer at the same bridge, and a
court battle to stop police interference
with the march, a final march took
place with over 25,000 people flooding
the State capitol.

The Bloody Sunday, Turnaround
Tuesday, and Montgomery marches
created undeniable momentum for
change, and the events left an indelible
mark on our national consciousness.
President Johnson presented the Vot-
ing Rights Act to Congress shortly
after Turnaround Tuesday, and by Au-
gust of the same year, the bill passed
Congress.
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This bill would provide the plainly
warranted recognition to these brave
men and women. It would provide a
Congressional Gold Medal to be dis-
played at the Selma Interpretive Cen-
ter near the Edmund Pettus Bridge, a
fitting tribute to the Foot Soldiers who
made that fateful march.

Our country was founded on the pre-
cept that the power of government is
derived from the people it governs. The
primary form of expressing opinions in
our democracy is through voting. The
marchers who risked everything were
committed to ensuring our democracy
was truly representative, leaving a
lasting and positive effect on our Na-
tion. I salute these Foot Soldiers
today, and I urge the Senate to swiftly
pass this important legislation.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized to speak as in morning business
for such time as I shall consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to use a visible example of the cold
weather during my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I am
reminiscent, with the snow on the
ground, of 5 years ago. The Presiding
Officer was not here at that time. He
does not have the advantage of know-
ing the story of what is behind this.
The story that is behind this is that
back when they started all the hysteria
on global warming, there happened to
be another snowstorm that was unprec-
edented. It set a record that year.

There is a charming family of six, I
say to my friend in the chair, who built
this. Their picture is here. That hap-
pens to be my daughter and her family
of six. At that time it got a lot of at-
tention. It actually got a lot of na-
tional attention.

In case we have forgotten, because we
keep hearing that 2014 has been the
warmest year on record, I ask the
Chair: Do you know what this is? It is
a snowball. That is just from outside
here. So it is very cold out, very unsea-
sonable. So, Mr. President, catch this.

We hear the perpetual headline that
2014 has been the warmest year on
record. Now the script has flipped. I
think it is important, since we hear it
over and over and over again on the
floor of this Senate. Some outlets are
referring to the recent cold tempera-
tures as the ‘‘Siberian Express,” as we
can see with the snowball out there.
This is today. This is reality.

Others are printing pictures of a fro-
zen Niagara Falls. And 4,700 square
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miles of ice have formed on the Great
Lakes in 1 night. That has never hap-
pened before.

Let’s talk more about the warmest
year claim. On January 16, NASA’s
Goddard Institute for Space Studies
and the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, NOAA, con-
cluded that 2014 was the warmest year
in modern record, which starts in 1880.

NASA relied on readings from over
3,000 measuring stations worldwide,
and only found an increase of just two
one-hundredths of a degree over the
previous record. Now an important
point that was left out of the NASA
press release was that the margin of
error, which on average is 0.1 degree
Celsius, was several times greater than
the amount of warming. So, in reality,
it is so far within the margin of error
that it is not really recordable. This
discrepancy was questioned at a press
conference, and NASA’s GISS Director
backtracked.

This is the Goddard Institute for
Space Studies. He backtracked on the
warmest year headline saying there
was only a 38-percent chance that 2014
was the warmest year on the record.
Another recent report issued by the
Berkeley Earth surface temperature
project, using data from more than
30,000 temperature stations, concluded
that if 2014 was the warmest year on
record, it was by less than 0.01 degrees
Celsius—again, below the margin of
error ultimately making it possible to
conclude that 2014 was the warmest
record on year.

Additional climate experts, including
University of OKklahoma geophysicist
David Deming, have stated that the
warmest year on record statement is
only as relevant as when the record ac-
tually began. Others state that record-
setting conclusions issued in January
require the use of incomplete data be-
cause the preponderance of the data ar-
rives much later from underdeveloped
and developing nations.

The media was quick to ditch the
warmest year on record claim as cold
weather has left most of the country
experiencing record low temperatures.

Tuesday’s Washington Post high-
lighted all of the longstanding records
that were broken in the Northeast and
Midwest.

My State is Oklahoma and that is
not even included in this article. But
we set 146 records—alltime records—in
my State of Oklahoma just during that
time.

According to the National Weather
Service, 67 record lows were broken on
Monday and Tuesday of this week.

Whether news cycles or climate cy-
cles, variations in hot and cold are
really nothing new. Recent climate
change discussions like to focus on cli-
mate trends post-1880, but the reality
is that climate change has been occur-
ring since the beginning of time.

The chart behind me is very inter-
esting because it shows two things that
everyone agrees with. The first is that
we had the medieval warm period. This



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T15:15:31-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




